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is concerned, it is of vital consequence as the State can maintain a certain amount of independence of outside sources for the supply of motor fuel.   Another point to be  remembered is that the amount spent on charcoal fuel is spent in Travancore itself  where  there  is an ever-lasting  and  continuous supply of charcoal.      Thus   two advantages   are   gained. Firstly, a saving of 75 per cent is effected on fuel alone,  and secondly, every cash   spent  on this  charcoal   is spent in Travancore.   A further step forward in the matter of utilising indigenous fuel is the use of alcohol in place of petrol for starting purposes which has also received the attention of the Department with considerable success. According to the latest tests, for operating a fully loaded bus from   Trivandrum  to Quilon and back a distance of 88 miles, 108 Ibs. of charcoal costing Re, 1-6 As. 6 P. and  l/6th gallon   alcohol costing two annas two pies only are required.     This works out at 5*36 pies per mile.   A similar type of  vehicle covering the same distance, but operating on petrol will cost 20'87 pies per mile.   The present fleet of buses will consume approximately 9 tons of charcoal   If and when the services throughout the entire State are operated by the  Transport Department about 20 tons per day may be required.     Though the Transport Department   has  been   working in Travancore hardly for about three years, the Department under Mr. Salter has been able to effect a  revolution which will  most advantageously affect not  only Travancore but will also revolutionise motor transport in India, especially on an occasion like this when we have to import petrol from other sources where there are restrictions for the export of this fuel,
State Aid to Industries
On the important question of State-aid to industries tjie Travancore Government holds the view that it is eioiirely a matter for private enterprise, the State Government rendering all possiple facilities. This policy was. explained in unequivocal terms by Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, the